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So my bi l l p rov i de s , a s I say , a mechanism for forgiveness
or elimination of those taxes. Who suffers if that is done?
J ohn DeCamp suf f e r s . He owns a house in Lincoln along with
everybody else who owns a house in Lincoln. In oth er w o r d s ,
t he proper t y t a x p ayers of Lincoln and Lancaster County are
the ultimate sufferers. They' re in effect participating to
t he t u ne o f 2 o r 3 mi l l i on dollars in help ing t he
Commonwealth situation. I s t h i s r i g ht ? I s i t good ? I s i t
proper '? I s i t f a i r ? I d on ' t k now. I guess I ' m l o o k i n g a t
the entire picture and the entire picture is t hi s i s a
thorny issue and I'm not sure there is any fairness, if you
want to use that absolute term, for anybody. I ' m not sur e
the Commonwealth depositors have been " t r e a t e d f a i r " . I ' m
not sure the state has been treated fair. I'm not sure Paul
Amen got treated fair. I am saying if you' re going to get
that issue settled you'd better do it in some w ay tha t y o u
get some maximum amount of benefit from the dollars you are
going to put in. Now we did do a major thing f or L i n c o l n
and L a n c a s te r Coun t y this year. We gave them the
flexibility to raise additional money from the sales tax,
the sa l es ta x , an d t h a t wi l l raise additional money and who
pays a significant portion of the sales tax i n L i n c o l n a n d
Lancaste r C o u n t y ? You do , as does every other out of state
individual. Probably as much or more than any city in this
state, the sa les tax in Lincoln comes f rom o uts i d e r s .
T hat ' s not t o s ay a l l o f i t o r an y s u c h t h i ng , b u t as a
percen t age o u t s . d e r s pay and w=l l p ay t h e sa l e s t ax t h at
goes directly or the Lincoln c ty. We pay it b ecause of
the, what, 30 or 40 ,000 students from out of s tate who are
here . We p ay i t b ecau se o f t he l e gi s l at i v e seat o f
government and all of state government here a nd th e p e o p l e
that come xn for that. So "out-of-staters" would b e, i n a
very real sense, participating with the new sales tax in
paying taxes to operate the Catty o f L i n c o l n a n d i n h e l p i ng ,
in a sense, pick up this Commonwealth property tax loss.
Now my amendment and that is what I want to bring u p n e x t .
My amendment tries to overcome the constitutional hurdle by
making i t opt i ona l . I repeat, it makes it option a l . I t
leaves it up to 85 percent of the Commonwealth depositors
whether they want to do this and whether they w ant t o w o r k
as part of their settlement transfer of thzs property to the
State of Nebraska and then getting the property back without
the taxes. S o, in e ffect. you'd be turning over to the
Commonwealth depositors the decision as t o whether they
wanted to attempt with 85 percent of them to get the taxes
e l i m i n a t e d . So i t wou l d be p i t t i ng , i n a sense, Lincolnites
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